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Kwanzaa event at 

Museum will resume 

throughout the year 

January 2, 2017| ONME Staff 

FRESNO, CA -- With discussion, talks and reality-

checks among community members, the 7 days of 

Kwanzaa celebrated at the African-American 

Museum this past year, crossing over into the New 

Year reminded participants of the work to be done in 

the community and individually--just not in 7 days.  

Kwanzaa, meaning "first fruits" allows members of 

the community to explore the good and bad harvest 

and what can be done to have a fruitful harvest for 

the next year.  

 

Each night a speaker focused on the Nguzo Saba, 

the 7 principles of Kwanzaa to demonstrate the need 

to evaluate oneself, family and community, and the 

ultimate goal of striving to maintain unity in the 

family, 

community, 

nation and 

African-

American 

race:   

 Umoja 

(Unity)To 

strive for and 

maintain 

unity in the 

family, 

community, 

nation and 

race. 

Kujichagulia 

(Self-Determination)To define ourselves, name 

ourselves, create for ourselves and speak for 

ourselves. 

Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility)To 

build and maintain our community together and 
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make our brother's and sister's problems our 

problems and to solve them together. 

Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics)To build and 

maintain our own stores, shops and other businesses 

and to profit from them together. 

Nia (Purpose)To 

make our 

collective 

vocation the 

building and 

developing of 

our community 

in order to 

restore our 

people to their 

traditional 

greatness. 

Kuumba 

(Creativity)To do always as much as we can, in the 

way we can, in order to leave our community more 

beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it. 

Imani (Faith)To believe with all our heart in our 

people, our parents, our teachers, our leaders and the 

righteousness and victory of our struggle.  

Realizing that there was not enough time to practice 

each of the principles, the African-American 

Museum opted to have extended community 

sessions of Kwanzaa every third Tuesday of the 

month, starting in February, for the community to 

conduct forums related to the topics developed 

during the Kwanzaa celebration. 

Find out more information at the African-

American Museum website:  www.aahcmsjv.org 

 

City of Fresno Launches 

FAX15 Service  

January 10, 2017 – City of Fresno 

 

Complements of the Fresno Bee - Brian Marshall, 

Director of Transportation 

 FRESNO, CA – Mayor Lee Brand will joined City 

Manager Bruce Rudd, Dr. Joseph Castro, President 

of California State University, Fresno, and Brian 

Marshall, Director of Transportation, 

to  commemorate the launch of Fresno Area 

Express’s newest service, FAX15, Monday, Jan 9th. 

     FAX15 offers service in 15-minute intervals 

along the most traveled sections of Shaw and Cedar 

between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., starting Monday 

morning. 

     FAX, The City of Fresno’s Public Transportation 

Department offers 21 fixed-route bus lines and 

Handy Ride Paratransit Service serving the greater 

Fresno Metropolitan Area with a modern clean and 

green fleet of over 100 buses. Fresno Area Express 

is operated by the City of Fresno as a public service 

to all the citizens and visitors of Fresno. 

www.onmenews.com 
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Kings County NAACP King 

Celebration celebrates diversity 

and culture in Hanford 

January 17, 2017 |ONME News Wire 

 

HANFORD, CA--As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. events throughout the Central Valley 

commence, commemorating his birthday, originally 

January 15, 1929, the 11th annual celebration in 

Hanford, CA, hosted by the Kings County NAACP 

reminds citizens of the rich African-American 

culture and history that resides closely in the 

community. 

     Beginning with a celebration of African dance 

and drum, along with poetry reflective of the black 

experience, young high school and middle school 

students from Hanford express the importance of Dr. 

King's struggle and the need to continue his dream 

today. 

 

    After almost 50 years, the most popular King 

speech, "I Have a Dream," is often mistaken for its 

passive, empowering ending, where often times 

people leave out the part of the speech that uses the 

metaphor about cashing in a "bad check." 

     “We’ve come to our nation’s capital to cash a 

check. When the architects of our Republic wrote 

the magnificent words of the Constitution and the 

Declaration of Independence, they were signing a 

promissory note to which every American was to 

fall heir…Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, 

America has given the Negro people a bad check, a 

check which has come back marked ‘insufficient 

funds.’ But we refuse to believe that bank of justice 

is bankrupt.” 

http://www.onmenews.com/home/author/ONME-News-Wire
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     Keynote speaker and community advocate 

Barigye McCoy questions if we are still living 

King's original dream. 

     "God has gave us something special; it's called 

free will; each and everyday of our lives we are 

given the opportunity to wake up and ask ourselves 

who do we want to serve.  Are we going to walk out 

that house being of wrong and evil or are we going 

to walk out that house being what Jesus has shown 

us." 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 McCoy challenged the audience to evaluate "human 

rights," as we have already been given our Civil 

Rights. 

Watch excerpts of the event online 
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Media Host Roland Martin 

challenges State's Black Leaders 

in passionate MLK Speech 

January 17, 2017 | By McKenzie Jackson | CBM 

 

SACRAMENTO, CA --TV One commentator and host 

Roland Martin challenged African American legislators and 

other officials to aspire to the goals, dreams, and ideals of 

civil rights icon Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during a 

speech last week in Sacramento. 

Martin, a journalist, and the host of TV One's NewsOne 

Now, asked attendees at the California Legislative Black 

Caucus' (CLBC)' annual breakfast " Are We Satisfied?  He 

said he was not satisfied where we are but encouraged 

attendees to reflect and recognize King's birthday as a way 

to renew their commitment to what King fought for during 

his lifetime. 

"When it comes to equality. When it comes to freedom. 

What are you satisfied with?" Martin asked. "Are you 

advocating for the very policies he stood for? Are you 

advocating for the very people he stood for?" 

King, a champion for racial, social and economic equality 

organized boycotts, protests and marches, won a Nobel 

Peace Prize, spoke out against racism in the United States 

and delivered some of the most influential speeches in 

American history. 

King's 88th birthday was Jan. 15, a day before the national 

holiday named after him and held each year in 

remembrance of his legacy. The Atlanta-based Baptist 

minister, was gunned down by an assassin on April 4, 1968 

in Memphis, Tenn. 

  

The Golden State's eleven-member CLBC's breakfast took 

place on Jan. 12 at the Sacramento Convention Center. At 

the event, over 250 people honored King and celebrated 

individuals that have a commitment to work for the 

betterment of California's African Americans and more. 

Martin expounded with a self-proclaimed "spirit of 

discomfort" said he was not satisfied with the standing of 

African-Americans in America today. 

"I'm not satisfied if you come asking for Black votes, but 

can't hire Black companies," said Martin alluding to the 

relationship between elected officials and African American 

businesses vying for state contracts. "I'm not satisfied when 

you come asking for Black votes, but can't fund Black 

media." 

"I'm not satisfied when you say, ‘We'll offer internships, but 

won't hire full-time for critical positions," the television 

personality continued. "In this particular state, where are 

your dollars being spent? Who are you actually supporting? 

I'm not interested in internships." 

Martin said King spoke about education, police brutality, 

voting rights, and economics; all issues that concern the 

African-American community today. 

Martin said when it comes to educating Black youth he 

stands for success in the classroom. 

"If it's working for a child I'm with it 100 percent," he said. 

"I would expect the Black Caucus in California – when you 

have constituents and children in some of the worst schools 

– to say, ‘I will provide an opportunity for you whatever it 

looks like.' For some reason we are having a 1950s' 

dialogue about education, but we are in 2017." 
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Martin said African-Americans should not be satisfied with 

the progress in the U.S. as of now. He said King focused on 

what racial and social and economic challenges lay on the 

horizon. The renowned media figure challenged Black 

caucus members to do the same. 

 Watch full video here or at www.onmenews.com 
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Possible Food Desert Solutions: 

Bay Area Market Partners with 

Nonprofit to Bring Healthy Bites 

to Community 

January 16, 2017 | McKenzie Jackson/California Black Media 

 

Almost 1 million Californians were said to live in 

"food deserts" according to data released by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture over 5 years ago. Today 

shoppers at the Rowaid Market in East Oakland are 

seeing a lot of crisp and delicious green and have set 

up a new model to address and end the food desert 

in their community. 

The Bay Area corner store has sat near the 

intersection of 90th and Bancroft Avenues since 

1978, but its customers – mostly African American 

and Hispanic - have never had fresher food days 

until now. 

 Bags of chips, candy bars and other unhealthy bites 

used to dominate the retailer's checkout counter, but 

now freshly picked heads of lettuce, tomatoes, 

bananas, pears, pomegranates, corn and other 

healthy foods are making their way from the 

grocery's revamped produce section to the bags of 

customers thanks to a program the 38-year-old store 

recently entered run by Mandela MarketPlace in 

partnership with the Alameda County Public Health 

Department. 

Kied Nagi, son of Rowaid Market owner Yahia 

Nagi, said 40 percent of the shop's 200 daily 

customers indulge in the fruitage section; a huge 

jump from the five to 10 percent of patrons that 

bought fruits and vegetables at the market in past 

years. 

"We have almost everything people would need," 

the younger Nagi said of neighborhood shoppers. 

"They come in and see we have fresh fruits and 

vegetables at a good price. That means they don't 

have to go far to get them." 

Rowaid Market is one of three East Oakland 

groceries – Harry Drive In and 7 Amigos are the 

others – in Mandela's Health Retail Network, aimed 

at helping retailers improve community access to 

healthier foods and boost local economic growth 

opportunities. 

Mandela, an Oakland nonprofit focused on 

improving health, creating wealth and building 

assets through cooperative food enterprises in low-

income communities, and the neighborhood market 

celebrated their partnership on Dec. 14 by 

showcasing a live delivery of blooming produce. 

Mandela Executive Director Dana Harvey said some 

Oakland communities have suffered from 

intentional public disinvestment such as lack of 

access to healthy eats for too long. 

"For 15 years, Mandela MarketPlace has worked to 

resource community-based businesses, like Rowaid 

Market, to ensure all our neighbors can meet their 

http://www.onmenews.com/home/author/McKenzie-Jackson%2FCalifornia-Black-Media
http://www.onmenews.com/home/author/McKenzie-Jackson%2FCalifornia-Black-Media
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food needs, expand economic 

opportunity and increase their own 

self-reliance," he said. 

Mandela chooses stores to work 

with based on census data and 

existing information or partnerships 

with local schools, health centers or 

other organizations. 

Mandela has worked with 

Alameda's health department since 

2013 to transform corner stores into 

healthy marketplaces. The 

partnership is funded by the 

county's Measure A, a strategy to 

build robust communities. 

A 2014 study by ChangeLab 

Solutions revealed residents in 

many parts of Alameda County rely 

on convenience stores and small 

food retailers with a limited selection of healthy 

foods. 

The health department's Community Health Services 

Division Director, Quamrun Eldridge, said the goal 

is to increase access to beneficial food and reduce 

access to unhealthy groceries in neighborhoods 

where quality meals are not easily accessible. 

Markets in the Mandela program gain access to 

reduced rate, high-quality greengrocery because of 

group's work with hyper-local farms and produce 

distributors. 

Kied Nagi, who helps his dad operate Rowaid 

Market, said the contract with Mandela makes 

quality produce affordable. 

"With this program, we get the fresh fruit and 

vegetables for the community for a good price," 

Nagi said. 

Mandela ships two loads of produce to Rowaid 

Market three times a week and similar quantities to 

the other nine Oakland stores in the Healthy Retail 

Network. 

The network stores receive fresh vegetables, whole 

grain breads and tortillas, nutritious snacks and 

proteins such as beans, eggs and meat. Dairy 

products, bottled water, juices and smoothies are 

also shipped. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About ONME News Print Edition:  The 

ONME News Print Edition is a monthly 

culmination of the online news stories 

printed daily throughout the month.   

 

Keep up-to-date with news from 

throughout the Valley: 

www.onmenews.com. 

 

If you are a news outlet who would like 

to be listed and included as one of our 

media partners, please send an email:  

news@myonme.com 

 

NOTE:  Links are active in the PDF 

online version. 
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